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Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a), applicants submit the 
documents cited on the attached PTO-1449 form and respectfully request that the Examiner consider 
these documents. Because this application was filed after July 1, 2003, only foreign references and 
publications are attached hereto. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3) and, therefore, neither a certification under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e) nor a fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is required. Should a fee be deemed necessary for 
consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement, however, the Commissioner is authorized to debit 
deposit account number 19-0733. 

Applicants respectfully request that the documents cited on the attached PTO-1449 form be made 
officially of record, and that a listing of the documents appear on the face of any patent that may issue 
from this application. 
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